October is “Parent Involvement in Education Month” in NH 

Note: Feel free to use all or part of this notice for school newsletters, etc. The text of this document can be downloaded at www.NHParentsMakeTheDifference.org/PI_Month_2010_PR.doc

Parents make the difference! Governor John Lynch is proclaiming October as “Parent Involvement in Education Month” in NH.  The proclamation highlights the central role that parents play in the academic success of their children.

The Parent Involvement in Education Month initiative has is a collaboration between the Parent Information Center of NH (PIC) and the NH Department of Education. PIC is sending a packet of parent of free materials supporting meaningful parent involvement to every public school, PTA and PTO in the state.
In a special event on October 4 in Concord, PIC is recognizing individuals and groups who have made extraordinary contributions to family-school partnerships in NH. Dr. Virginia Barry, NH Commissioner of Education, will be present to hand out certificates. More information about the event can be found at www.nhparentsmakethedifference.org.
A recent National PTA report, The Positive Relationship between Family Involvement and Student Success, points to the following research findings: 1) The more parent involvement practices focus on student learning the more student learning improves; 2) Children whose parents speak up on their behalf are more confident at school; and 3) All families can contribute to their child’s success regardless of race, ethnicity, class or level of education.
According to John-Michael Dumais, Director of the NH State PIRC program at PIC, “there’s often a misconception to be an involved parent, you have to volunteer in the classroom and at bake sales.” Dumais claims that while those activities are valuable, “parent involvement really starts in the home. Just having clear expectations that your kids do well in school can have a tremendous impact on their achievement.”
Schools that engage in meaningful parent involvement often model their efforts on the 6 Types of Parent Involvement as developed by the National Network of Partnership Schools. These 6 types include: workshops and resources for supporting parenting skills, volunteer recruitment and organizing, home-school communication, supporting children’s learning at home, parental involvement in school decision-making, and collaborating with the community.

The Parent Information Center has been promoting parent involvement in education for over 30 years on the conviction that every child can do better in school and in life when parents take an active role in his or her education.  Across the state, children, families and communities have benefited from increased parental involvement through active parent-teacher groups, school-parent partnership teams, and committed citizens working to fill essential needs such as after-school programs and outreach to ethnic and refugee families.  
PIC has created the website, www.NHParentsMakeTheDifference.org, which includes information and ideas for promoting parent involvement in education, both at home and at school. 
To find out more about free parent involvement workshops and resources, contact the Parent Information Center at (800) 947-7005, or visit www.picnh.org, www.nhpirc.org and www.nhspecialed.org. 






